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April 2020                                                                        Volume 11, number 6 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Dear Friends,  
While we are unable to meet together during the virus situation this issue of “News from the Pews” is somewhat 
different from our usual monthly newsletter. It begins with an information message from Rev. Dana with 
information, suggestions and resources. Also included is a letter from our churchwardens and a letter from 
Bishop Peter Fenty which was sent in place of his coming on Sunday March 22. Last, but not least there are other 
announcements and our church calendar. You may find some information is repeated in different articles, but we 
felt it was important to maintain the original context in which it was said as much as possible. Margaret 
 

FACEBOOK LIVE WORSHIP  

For the foreseeable future I will be leading a Facebook Live worship service on Sundays at 10 am. You do not 
need a Facebook account to access it, simply click on this link Trinity Facebook Page 

(or type in www.facebook.com/trinitybradford/) to access our page (close the pop-up window asking you to sign 
in or sign up) and scroll down to the posts. This means you have to scroll past the pictures and reviews. We will 
go live shortly before 10 so that it might be easier to find us when you get there. Alternately we will post a link to 
the video on our website (trinityanglicanchurchbradford.ca) by the beginning of the following week, giving you 
the opportunity to watch it afterwards. 

 

MESSAGE from REV. DANA 
 
I did not want to overwhelm people with my weekly email as well as “News from The Pews”, so I have combined 
them for this week. I want to encourage you to read this “News from the Pews” as there is a lot of really good 
information. We thought when we started putting it together that there would not be very much to share with 
you, but as you will see there are many things to share in this time when we are not together.  
 
In this “News from the Pews” you will also find the latest information about what is going on; an invitation to 
prayer and lighting a candle this Sunday March 29; what Pre-Authorized Giving is, and how it could be helpful 
especially now and how you can sign-up; and a list of readings for April.  
 
Next week you will receive an email and a physical letter from me. I will be sending out an Easter letter by mail 
with an Easter message, some ideas for celebrating Holy Week at home, and a self-addressed stamped envelope 
for returning your Easter and/or regular offering.   
 

http://www.facebook.com/trinitybradford/
http://www.facebook.com/trinitybradford/
http://trinityanglicanchurchbradford.ca/
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Let me begin then with the information for this coming Sunday. I will be sending out information like this each 
week in my weekly email:  
 
The reading for this week is John 11:1-45(click on 11:1-45 to be taken to Bible Gateway) 
 
Prayer 
Giver of life, 
your Son has destroyed the power of death  
for all those who believe in him. 
Accept all we offer you this day 
and strengthen us in faith and hope; 
through Jesus Christ, the Lord of all the living.  
 
Question 
How have I experienced Jesus as the resurrection and life? And what does this mean for you in how you live 
today? (John 11:25-26)  
 
 
Holy Time, Holy Space   
As we look toward April it is becoming obvious that we will not be worshiping together at Trinity for awhile. This 
means that worship will be home-based, where it began and existed in the early church. People gathered in 
homes, primarily as family units, continuing in the apostles’ teaching, with reading, prayer and community with 
one another centred often on the family meal. In this time of social distancing and isolation we again find 
ourselves engaged in home and family-based worship. We have the added benefit of the internet, and social 
media which is able to connect us in ways that previous generations were not able to connect.  
 
I was recently part of a video conference conversation about how we worship and celebrate in this time and 
particularly how we mark Holy Week in home-based worship. One of the first things we talked about was the 
importance of creating space, both physically and mentally in our lives for worship. This means being intentional 
about setting aside time to worship, whether that is daily prayers or our weekly worship of scripture and prayer. 
It is easy in the chaos of life, in the constant assault of news and information and changing routines to get 
overwhelmed, to push worship down the priority list. Yet, in these times of establishing new routines this is the 
perfect time to set aside time for worship, to make that a part of our schedule just as many parents have started 
to or tried to schedule their children’s lives to provide some sense of routine that is so important to them. 
Routine is important to all of us so I encourage you to make prayer and scripture a part of your new routine.  
 
Space is also very important when it comes to worship. We are currently in different spaces from our usual ones 
for worship. Perhaps you are gathered around the computer with me on Sunday morning or at another time, or 
perhaps you have been worshiping as you walk or have gravitated to a comfortable chair. As we approach Holy 
Week particularly I want to encourage you to think about creating a sacred space in your home, setting aside a 
small area for worship, a place that by entering into reminds you of why you are there. You might want to think 
about whether there is a small table where you can place a candle, or cross or a special table cloth that marks this 
as a sacred space. If you have children, you might want to involve them in choosing the space and how it is 
decorated and talking about why they chose that space or that item for it. Now is the time to start trying out 
spaces, finding the one that enables you to meet God, because maybe your first choice will not turn out to be the 
right one.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+11%3A1-45&version=NRSV
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The third element of worship that is particularly important is the rituals that are part of it and Holy Week is a time 
filled with ritual, from the foot washing of Maundy Thursday to the veneration of the cross on Good Friday and 
the renewal of baptism during the Easter Vigil.  There are a number of tactile, physical ways that we mark these 
important days particularly. In my Easter letter I will be sending you some prayers and scripture and offering 
some tactile ways you may observe Holy Week and Easter this year. During Holy Week I will be offering some 
videos posted on our Facebook and website that may be helpful to you in your worship. I pray that you will find 
new meaning in our ancient traditions celebrated a little differently this year.  
 
I look forward to connecting with you on Facebook, and through these emails and phone calls I will be making to 
check in with people, especially the more vulnerable and isolated parishioners.   
 
May the peace that passes all understanding be with you today and sustain you through whatever comes.   
 
Rev. Dana    

Words of Hope and Inspiration   

As part of my sermon on Sunday I asked people to let me know about a moment of hope or inspiration they have 
experienced during this trying time and said I would share some of those with you. You will find one contribution 
from Susanne Artichuk who sent a poem from a friend. Others have written to me that the service itself on 
Sunday, being able to see the altar, to participate if even in a small way together was very meaningful. Others 
wrote about how it was a miracle they found the live feed or how a friend helped them connect. I heard about 
how people lit their candle of hope during the worship and let it burn all day as a sign of God's light brightening 
the world and their prayer in this time. Thank-you to those who shared their stories and moments with me, keep 
them coming and I will share a few in my weekly emails as well. You can also find stories of inspiration and hope 
on the Diocesan website. Let us continue to inspire one another and extend hope in this dark time.  

 

March 29 - Candle of Hope 

As some people will have heard, last Sunday March 22 the Churches Together in England started a global 
initiative to pray for those effected by COVID-19, those who are on the frontlines and for hope for the future, 
symbolized with a candle in the window as sign of the Light of the World lighting up our world in these dark 
times. This invitation spread throughout the world and many placed a candle in their window at 7 pm, a Candle of 
Hope. At Trinity, Rev. Dana rang our bell as a call to prayer, lit our paschal candle in the door way (due to the 
wind) and placed our battery operated candles on our front steps.  

Sunday, March 29 had already been planned in the Anglican Communion around the world as a day of 
Repentance, but has since been expanded into a call for prayer in the midst of this COVID-19 crisis. Archbishop 
Linda Nicholls has invited everyone to join the Anglican Communion in a day of prayer for repentance— to pray 
for the whole Communion and for the whole world engulfed in COVID-19. 

Light a candle of hope in the window of your home or on the porch—and join me as we pray: 

 for repentance as we look at ourselves and ask how we have shared in the divisions and pain of difficult 
conversations across the Communion in recent years  

 for the whole Anglican Communion as we seek to support and care for one another as siblings in Christ in 
the midst of this and other crises.  
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 for the whole world as we share in the effects of COVID19 – for health care workers; researchers, those 
who are ill, those are quarantined or in isolation and those who are abandoned and alone in this time; and  

 for our hope in the gospel—that God is with us now and always.  

Rev. Dana will again be ringing our bell at 7 pm and placing the battery-operated candles on the front steps, and 
has invited the others churches to join in the Candle for Hope, placing a candle in the window at 7 pm. Let us join 
together in lighting up the world and praying in this difficult time.  

 

April Scripture Readings 

Each week as part of my weekly email, near the end of the week, I will be sending you the scripture reading(s) for 
the coming Sunday along with a link to those readings, the prayer for the day and a reflection question.  

For those who like to think ahead here are all the readings for April including Holy Week:  

April 5, Palm/Passion Sunday  
Liturgy of the Palms – Matthew 21:1-11  
Liturgy of the Passion: 
Isaiah 50:4-9a 
Psalm 31:9-16 
Philippians 2:5-11  
Matthew 26:14-27:66  
 

April 9, Maundy Thursday  
John 13:1-17, 31b-35 
April 10, Good Friday  
Isaiah 52:13-53:12 
Psalm 22 
Hebrews 10:16-25  
John 18:1-19:42  
 

April 12, Easter - Resurrection of the Lord  
Acts 10:34-43  
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 
Colossians 3:1-4  
Matthew 28:1-10  
 

April 19, Second Sunday of Easter  
Acts 2:14a, 22-32 
Psalm 16 
1 Peter 1:3-9  
John 20:19-31  
 

April 26, Third Sunday of Easter  
Acts 2:14a, 36-41 
Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19 
1 Peter 1:17-23  
Luke 24:13-35  
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A LETTER FROM OUR CHURCHWARDENS 

 

Dear Fellow Parishioners, 
 
During these extraordinary times, everything and everyone is affected by the COVID-19 virus - it concerns us and 
prevents us from going about our normal day-to-day lives. As a result, we the Wardens at Trinity Anglican Church 
Bradford, feel the need to communicate with you. 
 
This email's purpose is to clarify and draw your attention to the Church's financial matters and the ways to submit 
your weekly offering/pledge - knowing that the Church will be closed for the unforeseeable future.  
 
A few weeks ago, at the Vestry Meeting, we outlined our budget for the 2020 revenue and expenses. 80% of the 
Church's revenue comes from Envelope/PAG offerings and 17% comes from Fundraising. We have a concern that 
during the closure of our church building, parishioners will not have the opportunity to make their donation on a 
regular basis.  
 
Because of the COVID-19 virus, we’ve closed the Second Hand Shop for the time being and deferred the Roast 
Beef dinner to June 5, 2020. These major fundraisers contribute significant revenues to our Church.  
The Wardens also want to express that our zero-based budget includes expenses based from previous periods. 
These expenses will continue to occur during this uncertain time, even though the Church is closed. Some of 
these ongoing expenses include salaries, utilities, insurance, office expenses, and the Diocese allotment. 

 

Please continue to give your offering in any of the following ways: 

1. Mail to Trinity Anglican Church, 62 Church Street, PO Box 282, Bradford ON L3Z 2A8 
 

2. Easter Letter envelope - Rev. Dana is including a self-addressed, postage paid envelope in her Easter letter. 
 

3. Online at www.trinityanglicanchurchbradford.ca bottom right hand corner under “Make a Donation”. 

 

4. Leave a message on the church phone to arrange a drop-off of your offering and someone will call you.   

 

We thank you for your generous financial support. We look forward to resuming our regular activities and seeing 
you back in Church. If you have questions, please contact Gary Gill at 416-275-5132. 

 

Blessings, 

Cynthia Riley, Patti Kergon, Churchwardens 

Roger Sorensen, Gary Gill, Deputy Churchwardens 
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Each Christian “should give, then, as they have decided, not with regret  
or out of a sense of duty; for God loves a cheerful giver.” (2 Corinthians 

9:7) 
 
Our church has on-going financial commitments that need your regular support.  Because the church is important 
to us, we are each called to make a financial commitment to enable the ministry of our church to flourish.  
Preauthorized Giving (PAG) makes it easier for us to fulfill our commitment, especially in these times when we are 
not meeting together and thus not receiving regular offering.  
 
PAG is one option for giving to the church.  Through PAG automatic debits are withdrawn from your bank 
account/credit card to support the ministry of your local parish.  There is no extra charge to you.  Withdrawals are 
on the 20th of the month and will say United Church of Canada as they process this for us and deposit the money 
into our bank account.  
 
Why should you use PAG? 

 PAG helps you budget your support of the church, in the same way that you budget all your other 
household expenses.  

 It ensures your support will continue regardless of your attendance on Sundays.  It also prevents “catch-
up” if you are absent from church and therefore unable to make your donation, like at this unprecedent 
time of the pandemic. 

 It is good theology.  Through PAG we prayerfully and intentionally give of our first fruits to the ministry of 
God’s church. 

 
How does PAG help my church? 

 PAG facilitates regular and dependable flow of contributions. 

 It helps the Treasurer manage the cash flow and administer the budget throughout the year. 

 It reduces the time volunteer counters spend on bookkeeping and paperwork on Sunday mornings.  
 

How do I sign up for PAG? Here is the quick and easy process:  An authorization form is available in a separate 
attachment. 

 Decide how much you want to give to your parish each month and how you want your contribution to be 
allocated (General Operating Expenses, Building Fund, Outreach, etc.) 

 print and complete the form (enter monthly amount, name and sign/date it) and then scan and email it to 
trinity.bradford.pag@outlook.com. If paying by credit card, you will be called for this information instead 
of you sending it through email. If paying from a bank account, the VOID cheque can also be scanned and 
sent with the completed form  

How do I change or cancel my donation? 

 If you wish to update or cancel your PAG amount, please contact Bonnie at the above address.  As the 
church’s expenses change from year to year, and we recommend you review your PAG at the beginning of 
each year.  

 

Please contact Bonnie Connolly, Treasurer, if you have any questions.  

mailto:trinity.bradford.pag@outlook.com
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Letter from Bishop Fenty, as we shared in our live worship  

Sunday March 22, 2020 Fourth Sunday in Lent 
 

To: The Reverend Dana Dickson, the people of Trinity Bradford and all joining in this Facebook gathering: 
 

I greet you in the Name of our Loving, Liberating and Life-giving God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. I am very sorry 
that we are unable to gather for worship at this time as I had hoped to be with you today in your parish. I bring 
you the prayers of the College of Bishops for your ministry and the work and witness of your parish in the 
community you serve. 
 

How quickly life has changed for all with the advent of COVID-19 virus. Many describe the time in which we live as 
uncertain, fearful, and unbelievable. As a people of Faith let us hear again the words of the risen Christ when he 
first appeared to his frightened disciples behind closed doors: “Peace be with you.” I encourage all of us not to be 
fearful in the midst of anxiety and uncertainty.  
 

In today’s gospel story we read of Jesus giving sight to a man who was born blind. Many in his neighbourhood 
thought that his affliction resulted from either his parents’ or his own sinfulness. There are some who still think 
like that today. The healing Jesus gave to the man was a sign that God is present in our daily lives and is a loving, 
liberating and life-giving God. The Psalmist in today’s reading also reminds us that God is with us even in the 
darkest moments of our lives: “Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil; for you are with 
me.”Psalm 23: 4 
 

We are called to do many things different and even challenging at this time. Except for essential services, we are 
asked to stay in our homes, practice good hygiene as we should always be doing, and self-isolate if we believe or 
know that we are unwell. We show good neighbourliness by adhering to these directives and I strongly encourage 
that we follow the advice and direction of health authorities and our bishop. We will get through this trying time 
in our lives by the love and grace of God. 
 

I am happy to hear how many in our churches and communities are caring for one another and especially the 
most vulnerable. Let us continue to care for each other and keep in touch by using the wonderful technology we 
have to connect without being in the personal space of others.  
 

I assure you of my prayers for all of you, our communities, medical personnel and those who are making daily 
decisions on our behalf to keep us safe. My sisters and brothers in Christ we are God’s beloved and nothing in all 
creation can separate us from God’s love. May the Peace of Christ be with you.  
 

Yours faithfully, 
 
 
 
 
The Right Reverend Peter DeC. Fenty  
Area Bishop of York-Simcoe 
Bishop Suffragan of Toronto 
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Church Office is closed – As of Wednesday March 25 the office will NOT open on Wednesdays as we had 
previously hoped so that items could be dropped off while maintaining the safe 6 feet distance. You can still leave 
a message on voicemail, which will be checked regularly but you can also leave a message for Rev. Dana on her 
cell phone 289-383-1036. Please remember that she is off on Mondays and will not likely answer or return phone 
calls, texts or emails.  
 

Website – We are trying as best we can to add updated links and announcement on the website, so please check 
it often. As well, you will find there a link to Canada Helps, an online donation service that will allow you donate 
to Trinity and our ongoing ministry.  
 

Palms – As it was too late to cancel our order for palms, we are working on an alternative means of distributing 
them in a safe manner, such as a basket on a table in the parking lot where people can drivein to pick some up. 
Details if and how you can pickup palms will be sent out in the email next week.  
 

Bradford Churches Bonspiel in the April Anglican Newspaper – If you receive the Anglican newspaper you will 
find great photos and a short description of our event highlighted on page 10. There is a great group shot of 
everyone and the picture of Holy Martyrs receiving the trophy. N.B. You can also find the Anglican Newspaper on 
the diocesan website and download current and archived editions.  
 

CHURCH CALENDAR 

 

Every Sunday during the virus closure – 10 am worship service with Rev. Dana online, via Facebook 
 

Sunday, March 29 – this date planned in the Anglican Communion around the world as a day of Repentance, is 
now expanded into a call for prayer in the midst of this COVID-19 crisis. We are invited to light a Candle of 
Hope in a window of our home. Please read the article above about the Candle of Hope. 
 

Friday, June 5 –Our Roast Beef Dinner(originally planned for April 17) is now planned for Friday, June 5. Please 
keep the date, and hope that we can get together! 
 

POEM by Kitty O'Meara  submitted by Susanne Artichuk 

And the people stayed home. And read books, and played games and learned new ways of being. 

and were still.  

And listened more deeply. Some meditated, some prayed, some danced. 

Some met their shadows. 

And the people began to think differently. And the people healed. 

And in the absence of people living in ignorant, dangerous, mindless and heartless ways 

the earth began to heal. 

And when the danger passed the people joined together again and grieved their losses, 

made new choices, dreamed new images,created new ways to live and heal the earth fully. 

as they had been healed. 

Amen 
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Church Secretary& Organist: Margaret Schroedermargaret22sch@gmail.com 

Churchwardens: Patricia Kergon, Cynthia Riley 
Deputy Churchwardens: Roger Sorensen, Gary Gill 

Incumbent Priest: The Rev. Dana Dickson  
Parish of Trinity Bradford 

62 Church St., P. O. Box 282, Bradford ON L3Z 2A8 
905 775 2200 

trinityanglicanchurchbradford.ca 


