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NEWS from the PEWS 
Trinity Anglican Church, Bradford ON 

Season of Pentecost 
 

July 7, 2019               Volume 10, number 9 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  

CHURCH CALENDAR 
 
Sunday, July 7 – Holy Eucharist and hymn sing at Bradford Valley, 2 pm. Everyone is welcome to come and sing.  
 
Wednesday, July 10 and 24 – Krafty Knitters meet downstairs from 2 to 4 pm. Everyone is welcome. The group 
meets the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of each month. Instruction is available for beginners. 
 
Saturday, July 27 – Ladies Coffee Break, 11 am. All ladies are welcome for friendly chit-chat and a cup of 
tea/coffee and refreshments.  
 
Monday to Friday, August 12 to 16 – Vacation Bible School, for children in Jr. K and up. Theme: “Maker’s Fun 
Factory”!  E-mail trinitybradfordvbs@gmail.com to register your child.  $5 per family. Register early to avoid 
disappointment.  Volunteer help is needed. A few positions require screening; please contact Elizabeth Annand. 
 
Saturday, August 17 – Bradford’s annual CarrotFest is fast approaching and we need your help. We have a booth 
in CarrotFest on this date and we need people to run it, handing out information, giving away our prayer squares 
and selling our now famous carrot dish clothes. The booth is a great way to connect with the community and let 
them know who we are and some of the groups, programs and events that we have to offer. There is a sign-up 
sheet in the Upper Room at the church, with sign-up in one-hour blocks from 8 am to 6 pm, as well as a few other 
needs. We need at least 2 people at the booth each hour, but 3-4 would be even better. Feel free to sign-up for 
more than one hour. We would love to see a whole variety of people representing the variety of people who are 
Trinity. Thank-you to those who already signed up. If you have any questions please contact Rev. Dana 
(remembering she will be away July 15-August 7). 
 
Wednesday, August 21 – Summer Evening Hymn Sing, 7:30 pm, followed by ice cream sundaes! A letter of 
invitation, including the list of hymns on the program, is ready for you to pick up on Sunday July 7. The hymns 
were nominated by parishioners during the month of June. If you wish, you may dedicate any of the hymns on 
the list in memoriam, in thanksgiving, or perhaps just because you like it, as you give a donation in any amount.  
Dedications may be left on the offering plate or in the church office, clearly marked “Hymn Sing”. All “Hymn Sing” 
donations will go direct to the repair and refurbishing of the concrete porch and steps at the south entrance of the 
church. If received by Wednesday, August 7, dedications will be in time to be mentioned in the event leaflet. I 
hope you will come and sing with us, and bring your friends and family! All are welcome, and everyone is invited 
downstairs afterwards for delicious ice cream sundaes. The ice cream is being donated by  Bradford’s 3 Scoops Ice 
Cream Shop. I look forward to seeing you the evening of Wednesday, August 21!     Margaret Schroeder, organist 

mailto:trinitybradfordvbs@gmail.com
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Saturday, September 7 – It’s that time again! Trinity will again have a team to prepare and serve the meal for the 
annual Lions’ Car Draw. Our work at this annual event is a fund raiser for our church, and volunteers will be 
needed for three shifts throughout the day and evening.  Details will come closer to the time. 
 
Friday, September 13 – Trinity’s annual Steak BBQ.  Stay tuned for details. 
 

CHURCH NEWS 
 
Congratulations to Anne and William Silvey, who were named Citizens of the Year for Bradford West 
Gwillimbury at the Canada Day Festivities. A well-deserved honour.  
 
Rev. Dana will be away July 15 to August 7. If a priest is needed during this time, please call the church office. 
Margaret, the secretary, will be away July 15 to July 26. However, phone messages will be checked regularly.  
 
From Rev. Dana’s Desk 
In preparation for the upcoming baptism on July 14, I have been meeting with the family, as I do with all the 
individuals and families who come for baptism in the church. Each time we talk about the promises that they will 
make, either for themselves or on behalf of children who are not old enough to make those promises for 
themselves. The most recent conversations have led me to reflect on baptism, particularly the role of community 
that is highlighted in both the promise of the candidates and by the promise of the witnessing community.  
 
Baptism predates the Christian faith as a ritual of cleansing and initiation in a life of faith. There are indications 
that Jews during Jesus time at least had a form of baptism. John the Baptist as the forerunner of Jesus called 
people to a baptism of repentance. It appears that it was both a ritual cleansing, which was an important part of 
the Jewish faith and also a way in which converts to Judaism were initiated into the faith through a ritual similar 
to baptism. Jesus in his ministry, particularly as the end approached, talked about the baptism of the Holy Spirit 
that was coming. As well, his final words to the disciples in Matthew’s Gospel, (28:17-19) commissioning them 
and those who came after them to make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit. So, as we celebrate baptism we continue in this ancient tradition of welcoming new believers 
through the waters of baptism.  
 
Baptism is not only an initiation into the Christian Church, but a public acknowledgement of our faith and desire 
to follow Jesus. The fact that the Church has moved away from private baptism to only celebrating baptism as 
part of public worship service is an important reminder that it is a public declaration of faith and the importance 
of the community in our Christian life. We were not intended to make this journey on our own, to be a Christian 
in isolation from the larger Christian community.   
 
In the baptism service itself there are at least three different times when the role of community is highlighted. 
First, the candidates are presented by someone else, whether that is a friend or relative. This person or persons 
by presenting the candidate are making a commitment to support them in their life of faith. In the case of 
children this often includes but is not limited to parents. I have often said that the god-parent or sponsor of a 
child has the unique role of nurturing that child in faith along with their parents. In some Anglican Churches I 
have also seen that there is a parish sponsor, someone who becomes the contact or connection to the faith 
community.  
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Second, as part of the baptism covenant or promises, which the community gathered join in renewing, the first 
question in the series of six that speak to how we live out the faith that we have just proclaimed is, “Will you 
continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread and in the prayers?” This question for 
me highlights our commitment to being part of a faith community (the apostles’ fellowship) and the worship 
(breaking of bread and prayers). For many parents this is the promise that I highlight, because we can live out all 
the rest of the promises on our own, but this is a promise that we want to be part of something bigger than 
ourselves.  
 
Third, and probably not something that we think about as often is the promise of all who are present, “will you 
who witness these vows do all in your power to support these persons in their life in Christ?” Each time there is a 
baptism I ask this question to the congregation gathered and we make a promise to support them. As a 
community this begins by providing a place for people to learn about and come to know Jesus, to have their faith 
nurtured. We do that through Sunday school for young children, through bible study and faith study groups, we 
do that through the sermons and other teaching of the church. This promise is also about how we take care of 
the whole person, as we follow in the tradition of the early church by providing for those in need, by being a 
welcoming and inclusive community, and by being advocates, giving voice to the voiceless and oppressed.  
 
As we prepare to welcome a new family into the family of God, let us all reflect on the importance of community 
in our faith lives and how we seek to love and serve one another in this community and especially those we have 
promised in baptism to support in their life in Christ.  

 
***** 

 
Do you have ideas or concerns or projects that you wish the wardens to discuss or give approval to? Your Trinity 
Anglican Leadership team of the Wardens, Deputy Wardens and Rev. Dana prefer to deal with these issues at our 
regularly scheduled meetings to allow for discussion and decisions to be made when possible. There will be no  
Wardens’ meeting in July, but they will resume meeting on August 14th. Aside from summer and December, their 
usual meeting date is the 3rd Wednesday of each month at 7:30 pm. Please submit ideas, concerns or projects to 
be discussed in advance of meeting dates to allow us to respond in a timely fashion.  
 
Annual Outreach Conference 
The annual Outreach & Advocacy Conference will be held on Oct. 19 at Havergal College, with the theme 
“Grounded and Growing in Christ: Church as a centre of resistance and hope.” Participants will explore how the 
Church can counter injustice with strategies of resilience and hope. Youth age 11 and older are particularly 
invited to attend the youth-focused workshop in the morning and youth-friendly options in the afternoon. The 
cost is $30, or $15 for students or the unemployed. Information and registration under Social Justice and 
Advocacy on the Diocesan website.  
 
FYI – Our Tuesday evening study group and Thursday afternoon study group will resume in September, after a 
break for the summer.  
 

Soul Survivors group meets at 7:30 pm on the first Wednesday of each month in the choir room, for anyone 
affected by cancer or chronic illness. Compline and anointing for healing wholeness follows at 8:35 pm. N.B. Soul 
Survivors will not meet in August, but will resume on September 4.   
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Gardening at the church – We are looking for volunteers to keep our church grounds looking attractive. Guidance 
is available from Sandra Longthorne who has been tending our gardens for many years. If  you are able to take on 
anything, even an hour here and there (e.g. edging, trimming, dead-heading flowers, etc.) there is a sign-up page 
in the Upper Room. 
 
The grass cutting sign-up page for volunteers is posted in the Upper Room. One dedicated volunteer started off  
the season by cutting in May and June, but now more volunteers are needed to carry on through the summer. If 
you can help any week(s) during the grass cutting season, please sign up.  
 
 
Report from Outreach Committee   Ann Spalding 
April’s News from the Pews asked the congregation to let us know what ministries they are involved in outside of 
the church.  While we know that many members are very generous with their donations, we are most interested 
in where people are donating their time.  Here are some of the causes to which Trinity people give their time and 
talents: 
 

Organization Activity 

Bradford Food Bank Helping vulnerable people in the community get enough to eat. 

Community meal Serving a meal once a week to anyone (seniors, less fortunate) in our community. 

Blue Door & Women’s Shelters Helping provide a safe bed to people in need. 

Bradford Valley Nursing Home Visiting with patients, taking communion, hymn sing. 

Miller Park Retirement 
Community 

Once a month lead a group at Miller Park Seniors residence in discussions 

Supporting new refugees Paperwork, driving, introducing to community resources, etc. 

Seriously ill children Help raise funds by doing fundraising to let these children take trips etc 

Krafty Knitters Help the wider community such as: Doctors without borders, Southlake Pogo clinic, 
Southlake maternity ward orphanage in Philippines and Guatemala 

Operation Christmas Child Fill boxes with items for children in third world countries for Christmas 

York Quilting Guild Quilts for cancer patients, cuddle quilts for newborns 

 Driving people who don’t drive to appointments etc. 

Habitat for Humanity Building houses for less fortunate people 

Inn from the Cold Shelter volunteers, meal preparation, clothing donations 

Soul Survivors Support group for people who have or are dealing with cancer, or other serious 
illnesses for both caregivers and patients 

 Visiting shut-ins in the community 

Global Medic  

Minor Hockey  

Legion Visiting shut-in veterans, children’s programs, and assistance to veterans in need. 

 
People also donate money to support outreach groups in the community and country. Such as Foster Parents 
Plan, World Vision, Mission to Seafarers, and many others. The next step will be to consult with the Advisory 
Board and Wardens, and identify any special areas of focus where Trinity can make a special impact to areas of 
need and service gaps in our community. If you would like more information on any of these outreach projects 
i.e. volunteer your time, please contact Ann Spalding for more information. 
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FINANCIAL FEATURE FOR JULY – Good News! 
We thank our volunteers who make it possible for Trinity Church to offer a week of Vacation Bible School (August 
12 to 16) for only $5 per family. What a wonderful outreach to our community and to our own families! We are 
truly grateful to all our adult and teen volunteers. This year Elizabeth was able to purchase a pre-used VBS 
program at a very low cost which also helps to provide a great week of fun and learning without as much 
expense. There are other costs though, including craft supplies, games supplies, and snacks. And this year we 
need to replace our water slide.  

 

Do you need to submit a request for a cheque for reimbursement or on behalf of Trinity? To make it easier we 
have placed a set of hanging folders on the wall outside the church office so that everyone can access the forms 
as needed. There are three folders.  

1. The top folder contains blank forms and a list of the common accounts with examples, for which parishioners 
would be submitting a form. Please fill out the form with the account name and number. As indicated on the list, 
if you do not see an appropriate account or are unsure please speak to a warden or Rev. Dana for assistance.  

2. Completed forms go in the middle box. If there is a hard deadline, such as a fundraiser, please be sure to let us 
know ahead of time so that arrangements can be made so that the cheque can be written and signed in time.  

3. Cheques, when they are completed will be placed in the bottom folder for pickup.  

 
 

When organizing Trinity events, we try to announce them in various local publications. Social media and 
magazine advertising has proven to be quite effective, and in most cases free. Facebook and our church website 
are effective too. Below are some of the media options and their deadlines in which to submit our information: 
 

Media Deadline for submissions 

Simcoe.com  online events calendar; Topic newspaper– Free monthly 

Month Ahead magazine – Free 8th day of the previous month 

Lake Simcoe Living magazine – Free Jan. 15 for spring issue; April 15 for summer 
issue; July 15 for autumn; Oct. 15 for winter. 

BradfordToday.ca  – Free Wednesday/Thursday 

Town of Bradford West Gwillimbury events calendar – Free as required 

Facebook  

Snap’d magazine – Free print version 22nd day of previous month 

trinityanglicanchurchbradford.ca      

 

Trinity’s 2nd Hand Shop is open Thursday and Saturday mornings, 9:30 to 12:30.  

*If you may be interested in helping in the shop for a few hours once a week, or from time to time, please speak 
with Sheryl MacPhail.  

*Donations of good used clothing, household items, toys, and misc. items are welcome, but they must be in 
excellent and clean condition, and complete. As space is very limited and our volunteers are mostly seniors, we are 
unable to accommodate heavy, large or bulky items. If bringing donations, kindly bring them to the shop on 
Thursday or Saturday mornings so that the volunteers can determine what can be accepted; some items that do 
not sell well include lamps, cookbooks, large books, electronics, magazines, kitchen dishes.  
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Words and Phrases   by Rev. Dana 
 

As I said at the Teaching Eucharist on June 16th, I am starting a new monthly article in the “News from the Pews” 
on some of the words and phrases of the Christian and Anglican world, words that often are confusing or raise 
questions.  
 

I am starting with a short phrase from the Creed that is probably the source of the most questions and 
comments. In the Nicene Creed which dates all the way back to the 5th century, we say, “We believe in the one 
holy catholic and apostolic Church”. So, what does it mean, what are we saying that we believe in?  
 

Let’s take a closer look at the four descriptive words that make up phrase. “One,” we are all part of one Christian 
Church. This speaks of our Christian Unity, that while there are many different denominations or expressions of 
the Christian faith, we are called to be one body. Repeatedly in St. Paul’s letters he talks about the importance of 
the unity of believers. Our unity is modeled after the Trinity:  Father, Son and Holy Spirit who are one God, so we 
who believe and follow this One God are called to unity with each other.  
 

“Holy”, this is probably the easiest of the words for us. We as the Church are called sacred, set apart by God to 
worship and service God. While individually as members of the Church there are times we are less than Holy, and 
even as an institution there are times we acted in a less than holy manner, The Church, is called to live into the 
sacredness of God.  
 
“Catholic” is the word that raises the most questions for us in the creed. We tend to hear it as referring to the 
Roman Catholic Church, so why are we proclaiming faith in a church we are not a part of? The word catholic 
though refers to the universal nature of the Church– that the church is full and complete, all-embracing, and with 
nothing lacking, and that it is for all people. Catholic as we use it in the Creed means that all are welcome, none 
are to be excluded. 
 
“Apostolic” is the final word or characteristic that is highlighted in this phrase in the Creed. To be an apostolic 
Church is to be those who are sent. An apostle is one who is sent on behalf of another, as in Jesus’ apostles who 
were sent into the world on his behalf. We hear this sending as one of the final commands of Jesus before he 
ascended, both in Matthew 28:17-19 and in Acts of the Apostles 1:8. We have been given authority by Christ and 
sent into the world to share the good news of Jesus and to serve others, particularly those in any kind of need.  
 
These four: one, holy, catholic and apostolic, are considered the four marks of the Church, the four qualities that 
define the Christian Church. May we seek to live out these qualities as part of the Church here on earth.  
 
If you have any words or phrases that we use in worship or in the Church that you would like to better 
understand, please let me know and they may appear in this monthly column.  
 

***** 
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Update on our 2ndrefugee family:  
You did this! They’re home, they’re grateful, and they’re safe. They say thank you so often.  
 

 
A Canadian welcome! Our Bill White holding the “Welcome to Canada” sign. 

 

 
left-right: Feryal, Sawsan, Birnard, Maryam, Yasameen, Susilia, Sam. 

It was Sawsan’s birthday! 
Paying it forward: The amazing spread you see here is a gift from the Al-Shteiwec  family (the first refugee family 
that came). They filled the fridge and freezer too. Thank you all!    Bill White 
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REMINDERS 
 
$5.00 per person is the rate established by the TARTS for catering a reception in our church hall. In case you are 
wondering, the TARTS are “Trinity Anglican Church Refreshment Team”!  Contact: Sandra Longthorne 
 
Our Church has a “phone tree” that is activated a few times per year for important messages such as a change in 
information, cancellation, or death announcement.  Parishioners who do not have email can receive important 
messages from the church in this way. A few more ‘phoners’ would be helpful. Contact person: Sheryl MacPhail 
 
“Volunteer Couriers” is the team of volunteers who help us save money on postage by delivering occasional 
letters to parishioners who live near them, if they have not picked up their letter from the church. This happens 
only a few times per year. If you can help with a few deliveries, please contact Sheryl MacPhail.   
 
Sunday Morning Coffee – something many of us look forward to as we mingle and chat in the Upper Room 
each Sunday after the service – but we do need a few more volunteers to take a turn from time to time setting it 
up, putting out a few goodies, and clearing it away after. Guidance is readily available. This ministry requires very 
little time commitment, and can be done as often or as seldom as suits your schedule. It involves no ‘homework’ 
or meetings! 
 
Anyone may have flowers placed at the chancel steps for a Sunday morning service, in memoriam or other 
reason. Please contact Sandra Longthorne of the Altar Guild, 705 456 6138. A donation of $35 or more is 
requested (if special flowers are requested a larger donation may be required). Flower money allows the Altar 
Guild to provide fresh flowers each week, and provides wafers and wine for communion, beeswax candles, and 
other necessary items such as silver polish, and care of the fair linens. 
 
Large print prayer books and hymn books are available under the table near the top of the stairs. If you need 
help finding them, please ask a sides person.  
 
The Projection Team could use a few more volunteers to be part of this important ministry. It can be just 
running it Sundays mornings, or programming it as well. This could be community hours for high school students. 
Please speak with Stewart or Sandra if you have questions or are interested. Training is provided.  
 
Pre-authorized giving is a convenient way to support the church. To arrange PAG or to be assigned 2019 
offering envelopes please speak with Bonnie Connolly, envelope secretary. 
 
PLEASE NOTE! Before borrowing any items from the church, please speak with Margaret, the church secretary.  
 
If it is difficult for you to go up for Communion you are encouraged to let the sides person know so that 
Communion can be taken to you in your pew.  
 
Rev. Dana and Stewart spend 15 minutes in prayer, in the church, from 9 to 9:15 Sunday mornings. Parishioners 
are welcome to come and pray before the service as well. N.B. They will be away from July 15 through August 7. 
 
Welcome folders are available in the Upper Room (narthex) on the table near the top of the stairs, for 
newcomers or anyone interested in information about Trinity Church, or the Anglican Church in general.  
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You can follow Trinity Church on Facebook! 
 
The main room downstairs may be rented for special occasions for $100 per day, or part thereof. Insurance is 
mandatory and may be purchased through the Diocese’s insurance company at a very reasonable rate, starting at 
about $35. For rental information or to book the room, please contact the church secretary.  
 
When a parishioner is hospitalized, it would be helpful if the patient, a family member, or close friend would let 
us know, as well as the patient’s legal name so that we can find them. A visit or call, according to the patient’s 
wishes, will be arranged.  
 
Pre-arranging a funeral or a celebration of life can be helpful to a family at a stressful time. If you wish to leave 
your final wishes and instructions in a file in the church office, please speak with the priest.  
 
The next issue of “News from the Pews” will be Sunday, August 4, 2019. 
 

Church Secretary: Margaret Schroeder, margaret22sch@gmail.com 
Churchwardens: Meghan White, Cynthia Riley 

Deputy Churchwardens: Patricia Kergon, Roger Sorensen 
Incumbent Priest: The Rev. Dana Dickson 

The Parish of Trinity Bradford 
62 Church Street, P. O. Box 282 

Bradford ON L3Z 2A8 
905 775 2200 

trinityanglicanchurchbradford.ca 

mailto:margaret22sch@gmail.com

